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REFLECTIONS: Again, thank you for your reflections and 

responses on our Facebook page.  They have been wonderful. 
We will continue to have a monthly reflection by one of our 
oblates and so all are welcome to respond.  In addition, I have 
assigned one oblate to respond by the middle of the month.  It 
is a great way to take some time for Lectio and share one’s 
faith experience.  

RETREAT FOR OBLATES 

A semi-quiet retreat with the topic of Living the Psalms, is 
scheduled Sept. 30th- Oct. 2nd.  The retreat theme will focus 
on three kinds of psalms, as well as some psalms used 
throughout the Rule.  It will invite you to pray the psalms with 
the events of your lives.  The retreat begins the evening of 
Sept. 30th  and ends the morning of Oct. 2nd.  The cost for a 
single room, including meals, is $90; a room with two people 
is $140.  Reservations can be made by contacting Sr. Joelle 
Bauer at 1005 W. 8th Street, Yankton, S.D. 57078, 
jbauer@mtmc.edu, 605-668-6009.  If finances are difficult for 
you at this time there is a scholarship available.  Please contact 
me if you are interested in this.

OBLATE LIBRARY:  We have many good books in our 

oblate library. They are all listed on our website and they are 
all listed on the “sign-in and sign-out” sheet.  I will be 
dividing them into four sections for the Lincoln Chapters and 
will bring one section per month.  Always feel free to review 
the list when you would like a particular book.  

LISTENING TO GOD’S CHOICE FOR ME: A 

Discernment Retreat for Catholic Women ages 18-35, 
November 18-20, 2011, Sacred Heart Monastery, Yankton, 
SD.  This is a prayerful time to discern one’s future.  This 
reflective retreat includes: Helpful tools for discernment, 
Reflective talks, Silent time, One-to-one conference with a 
trained spiritual director, Facilitated dialogue with group, 
Monastic environment, Eucharist and Liturgy of the Hours 
with the monastic community and Emmaus walk.  Suggested 
donation $100.  Registration is limited. To reserve space, mail 
$10 non-refundable deposit to: Benedictine Peace Center, 
1005 West 8th Street, Yankton, SD 57078, email 
joanne.dickinson@mtmc.edu or call 605-668-6292 

THE MCDONALD SYNDROM By Oblate Vic Faesser, 

Steinauer Chapter

My wife and I were on an outing recently, in the Omaha area. 
On our way home, we stopped at McDonald’s and placed an 
order utilizing the drive-through. A number of vehicles were 
ahead of us, and it took some minutes before we advanced to 
the first window to pay. I rolled down my window, as the 
young female clerk slid open her window, and announced the 
amount owed. From her demeanor and tone of voice, it was 
apparent that this person was weighed down, perhaps by the 
boredom of her job, or other concerns. She briskly took my 
offered bill, without making eye contact, returned my change, 
again without eye contact, and abruptly slid the window shut, 
without a further word.

Shortly, we advanced to the second window to receive our 
order. The young female clerk extended her arm through her 
window. I took the order, as she smiled at me, and made some 
friendly parting comment. The contact with this clerk was 
genuine. Her demeanor didn’t appear to be a “put-on” job 
requirement. I felt refreshed by this brief encounter. She 
exemplified the porter who is directed to provide “a prompt 
answer with the warmth of love.” RB 66.4.

As we drove towards the street, I commented to my wife about 
the difference between the two encounters. I should have said 
something encouraging to the first clerk, but the encounter was 
so brief, and she was so abrupt, it almost caught me by 
surprise. I could have said something, but didn’t. (RB 4.18 
“Go help the troubled”)
It’s easy to be nice, friendly to those who are so to us. It is 
harder to do so when the other isn’t, yet it isn’t for us to judge 
the reasons for the other’s behavior. We have the opportunity 
to bring some light into their day! (RB 72.4-5 “They should 
each try to be the first to show respect to the other, supporting 
with the greatest patience one another’s weaknesses of body or 
behavior.” )

Do I sometimes react like the first clerk? Yes. I think we all 
do. When we are psychologically down, for whatever reason, 
it’s hard to present an amiable front to others. Sometimes, we 
may react in abruptness, or in anger, especially if requests or 
demands are made upon us. RB 4.8-9 “You must honor 
everyone and never do to another what you do not want done 
to yourself”)
A few years ago, I was browsing through a book, The Prophet 
by Kahlil Gibran, and focused upon his essay on “work.”  I 
copied the text and pasted it onto my business card, and placed 
a copy in my wallet, and one under my desk pad. 

On the sanctification of work:. 
Always you have been told

That work is a curse and
Labor a misfortune.

But I say to you that when
You work you fulfill a part
Of earth’s furthest dream,
Assigned to you when that

Dream was born.
And in keeping yourself with 

Labor you are in truth
Loving life.　
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