Chris Neville give the reflection and facilitate. Prayer:
orienting to the Shorter Christian Prayer book. Cell
Meeting: Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2012, Be a Monastic and
Not Leave Your Day Job, Part Three: Being an Oblate
and Origins of Oblates, Facilitator: Phil Kelley
SNOW POLICY:
1. Should we have 3-4 inches of snow, we will
cancel the meeting without notice. The meeting
will not be rescheduled. The next months
meeting will occur as scheduled with that
month’s assignment.
2. Should we have a snowstorm which will be hard
to judge, an email will be sent. For those
without email: please call someone with email.
COME AND GREET: As you may know, Oblates
Deb Miller and Jim Potter are on leave from their stint
in Southeast Asia and will be in Lincoln over the
holidays. The Oblate group is planning a gathering for
folks to have a chance to see them and hear about their
adventures. We will gather for Vespers, Thursday,
January 5 in the Chapel at Madonna at 7 PM and then
adjourn to the north commons for refreshments and time
to catch up with them. We hope that you will be able to
join us for all or part of the evening. Oblate Social
Committee
YOU ARE INVITED: to attend Saturday evening
Great Vespers at the Greek Orthodox Church of the
Annunciation, 63 and X Street in Lincoln, Saturday,
January 21, 2012. where one of our own Oblates, Joel
Davies, acts as a cantor. The Eastern Christian church is
the second largest Christian denomination with
approximately 250,000 million members around the
world. This is a chance for us to experience a sample of
this style of worship which is very different from the
western style vesper services most of us use.
Vespers begins at 5:30 and lasts about 40 minutes. We
will meet at the church. The church is located just north
of the Cotner and Vine intersection, behind the fire
station. Turn west on X Street and you will see the
church on your left at the end of the block. Turn left at
the intersection and left again into the parking lot. Enter
the Church through the south door which faces the
parking lot. If you have questions, please call Charlene
Gondring at (402) 489-4621 or Sr. Phyllis.
DATE CHANGES (necessitated by new monastery
events)
• JUNE POT LUCK is now scheduled for Sunday,
June 17 at 5 pm at Madonna. You will receive
more information from the Oblate Social
Committee.

•

FORGIVENESS/HEALING conference is now
scheduled for Saturday morning, March 31 from
9 – 12 noon at Madonna.
CHRISTMAS 2011
By Oblate Ken Johnson

When 2011 came on the scene, we didn’t realize it
would be so lean and mean,
Where work opportunities for some would be scarce
with a few jobs at the top, more at the bottom, and few in
between.
Here in Nebraska the economy has done pretty well,
And now Christmas can come on the scene with its story
to tell.
Personally I have been greatly blessed, with good health
and adequate retirement income to meet what I need,
So for the most part, I’m able to just sit back and watch
T.V. or read.
With all the strife and trouble around this old globe,
We are very fortunate in the U.S. to only have the matter
of unrest by the protestors about Wall Street which
hopefully will not explode.
We received our first measurable snowfall so it looks the
way some think it should,
It’s not my choice but will take it and call it good.
Shoppers are out in mass and traffic’s a mess.
I’m glad I don’t have much shopping to do, so I’m lucky
I guess.
A few more people show up in church pews at this time
of year.
Hoping to hear the words that bring thoughts of glad
tidings and good cheer.
While the Christmas story doesn‘t change, it‘s the same
each year.
The retelling revives old memories that help to dispel
fear.
As long as our physical and mental health remain in tact,
And our families are doing well we have to be most
thankful for this fact.
So let Christmas come with all it’s Glory,
We’re ready to again hear the unchanging story.
MAY THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS REST ON YOU
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.
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