and warmth of the burning coals around it.
As the preacher reached the door to leave, his host said
with a tear running down his cheek: 'Thank you so much
for your visit and especially for the fiery sermon. I will
be back in church next Sunday.' We live in a world
today, which tries to say too much with too little.
Consequently, few listen. Sometimes the best sermons
are the ones left unspoken.

AN EXPRESSION
(Created in the Holy Spirit by Oblate Vincent R.
Murphy)
I soar when you are happy,
I commiserate when you are sad.
I try to be strong when you are weakBut more than that, I try to be your friend.
When I am happy I wish to share my joys with you,
And when I am sad I wish to share that with you,
For you are my friend, too.
In you my joy becomes fulfilled,
In you my sorrows disappearFor you are strong when I am weak,
And in you I am made whole.
God bless you for making you as you are,
For none other could supply the missing parts of me that
are you.
And I thank God for making me capable of rejoicing in
youFor without that joy I would be the less...
I love you AS YOU ARE:
Your hopes, your dreams - your sorrows and fears,
I cherish you for being no-one else.
And all I ask is that you accept me as I have accepted
you:
Without fear, without reservation, with love.
As a friend.

BOOK REPORT/REFLECTION: Mother Teresa’s
spiritual language – Sister PhyllisI have been reading this beautiful book Mother Teresa,
Come be my Light, the Private Writings of the Saint of
Calcutta which was compiled and edited after her death
by Brian Kolodiejchuk, M. C. It was interesting for me
to learn of her spiritual language – how she speaks to
and about God. She heard God calling her to work with
the most destitute. She said the profound mystery of
God’s thirst for love and for souls was engraved on her
heart on the journey to Darjeeling and she was called to
reveal it to the poorest of the poor. “For me it is clear.
Everything exists to satiate Jesus. Why does Jesus say,
‘I thirst’ (on the cross)? What does it mean? Until you

know deep inside that Jesus thirsts for you – you can’t
begin to know how He wants to be for you. Or who He
wants you to be for Him.” It took her over two years to
bring this work to fruition. She tells of the tremendous
amount of patience and perseverance it took for her to let
go of her own demands and allow the journey to take
place under God’s way and with others directions.
Much of the book relates to her struggles with the
darkness of her soul. She feels she has lost her faith in
God as the fervor of her earlier convictions has vanished.
She is disheartened as others see her as a woman of
strong faith. She asks if she is being deceptive. She
says, “What are You doing My God to one so small? If
this brings You glory, if You get a drop of joy from this
—if souls are brought to You—if suffering satiates Your
Thirst—here I am Lord, with joy I accept all to the end
of life and I will smile at Your Hidden Face—always.”
One of her spiritual advisors explained: The reality of
her relationship with Jesus was truly a paradox. He was
living in and though her without her being able to savor
the sweetness of His presence. Her response to him
revealed her invaluable insight into her trial. “I can’t
express the gratitude I owe you for your kindness. For
the first time in 11 years, I have come to love the
darkness—for I believe now that it is a part, a very small
part of Jesus’ darkness and pain on earth. More than
ever I surrender myself to Him. Yes, more than ever I
will be at His disposal.”
It is said that it was not the suffering she endured that
made her a saint, but the love with which she lived her
life through all the suffering. She knew that everyone
can, with God’s grace and one’s own resoluteness reach
holiness, not in spite of the mystery of suffering that
accompanies every human life, but through it.
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